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CALL TO ORDER 
President Mr. Daum called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
President Mr. Daum led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present:  Mr. Powell, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Boehner, Mr. Thamann, Mrs. Kroeger & Mrs. Eadicicco. 
Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mr. Powell to excuse Mr. Bronner.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Safety Service Director Patrick Ross, Treasurer Brenda Owens & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve April 5 (Regular) Council Minutes made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by  
Mr. Powell.  Motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Powell, seconded by Mr. Bishop, suspending the rule that speakers state their address.  Motion carried 
by voice vote. 
 

       * For the full account of Audience Participation as well as Guest Speakers and their presentations, please visit  
           http://www.icrctv.com/communities, click on “Reading,” and then click “Reading City Council 05-03-2022” 
 
AUDIENCE ASKING PARTICIPATION: 
(1) Brian Collins  
      - Hilltop Fields:  These are not for public use.  Those fields will be closed and maintained for security to prevent damage 
and mitigate liability for the district.  There is no VYO agreement is in place at this time for that. 
      - Stadium: Title II of the ADA requires local governments to make their programs and services accessible to persons with 
disabilities – this includes the stadium.  Mr. Collins reached out to the Justice Department and asked for advice on something 
like this and they made it pretty clear that there is no such thing as a “grandfathered structure” and that the City has to 
improved those.  The final decision can be left up to the Government if an excuse of exorbitant cost would be made.  
Improvements made to the field and track would be frowned upon over making improvements to become ADA compliant. 
      - Disagrees with Mrs. Eadicicco, Mrs. Kroeger & Mr. Bronner voting against an audience member requesting more time 
to speak last meeting.  He hopes that the City of Reading Council will not take part in “Cancel Culture” and will vote to 
allow speakers more time to be heard at meetings. 
 
(2) Bob Ashbrock (221 Walnut)  
      - Elaborated on the discussion from the previous meeting regarding recreational needs of the community.  Specifically 
called to Council’s attention the requirement as described in the VSWC (Architectural Firm from Mason commissioned by 
the school district to design and oversee construction of their building) that provided a site evaluation of the current stadium.  
In that particular study they mentioned twice that if the master plan of improvements are made, on-site storm water retention 
will be required.  Mr. Ashbrock fears this would be too easily swept under the carpet due to the City of Reading’s “less than 
stellar record” with managing storm water concerns.  He asked that Council, once more, revisit the planned construction of a 
new storm water facility as proposed by MSD 3 years ago.  Mr. Ashbrock has previously pointed out an area on the pool 
property that could be used for storm water retention and demonstrated the practicality of such an approach.  The City storm 
water bill allows, or essentially offsets, so that while there may not be an actual storm water retention area available on the 
stadium property, the storm water regulations that we have would allow, potentially, for that need to be offset by collecting 
storm water, for example, from the pool parking lot & the field house.  He thinks that this is something that this Council 
could, potentially, revisit and secure the preservation of that area for that specific purpose, so that if this turf improvement, or 
other stadium improvement are pursued that there would be a convenient and inexpensive means of meeting that requirement. 

http://www.icrctv.com/communities
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COMMUNICATIONS:   
The Cincinnati Pride Parade & Festival is one of the largest festivals in our area and attracted over 180,000 attendees in 
2019. We are very excited to be returning to our annual parade and festival on Saturday, June 25, 2022. You can find the 
mission statement for Cincinnati Pride below:  
 
“The purpose of Cincinnati Pride is to provide the Greater Cincinnati LGBTQIA+ community and our allies a forum that 
promotes inclusion and acceptance while affirming individuality. We work to produce programs that inspire, educate, and 
commemorate our rich history, while also celebrating our diverse culture. We foster collaboration with area organizations 
and businesses through sponsorships, partnerships and programming, and provide resources to positively impact the lives 
of all individuals regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or expression. 
 
We provide information, support local economic growth by partnering with the community to attract individuals to the 
Greater Cincinnati area, collaborate with other organizations through outreach programs, citizen involvement, and 
events, and educational resources to those inside and outside of the LGBTQ community.”  
 
We are asking our larger community to help us celebrate June 2022 as Pride Month through Pride Month 
Proclamations.  We would like the city of Reading to consider passing a Pride Month resolution to show your support of 
your LGBTQ+ residents.    

I’ve attached sample wording. Please let me know if you have any questions or if you’d like more information on 
how Reading can be more inclusive and welcoming.   
 
While these proclamations serve as an important symbolic step, we also implore your municipality to join the 34 localities 
that have passed meaningful nondiscrimination protections for the LGBTQ+ community in the state of Ohio.   
 
Thank you for your time and we look forward to working with you! 
 
Best, Nate 
 
Nathaniel Braun (he/him) 
Member at Large 
Cincinnati Pride Board of Directors 
Cincinnati Pride, Inc. 
https://www.cincinnatipride.org 
 
Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger to mark the communication from Nathaniel Braun received/filed. 
Motion carried by voice vote.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://equalityohio.org/our-work/local/municipal-map/
https://equalityohio.org/our-work/local/municipal-map/
https://www.cincinnatipride.org/
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GUEST SPEAKERS:   
(1) Sara Miller, ACA Navigator of the Cincinnati, Ohio, Free Store Food Bank: 
      They will be at the Reading Public Library on May 17th and May 20th from 11AM – 2PM to help anyone who may  
      need assistance with obtaining Health Coverage. 
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(2)  Nick Diederich (President of the RBD) 
      - Gave a deeper explanation of the Reading Bridal District’s desire to acquire a DORA: 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None 

GUEST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL REPORTS: 

MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes: (Absent, Report given by Safety Service Director, Patrick Ross)           

• PLEASE REMEMBER TO DIAL 911 FOR ANY POLICE, FIRE, or EMS EMERGENCY 

• In 2019, and in most of my years as our Mayor, we have been one of the busiest Mayors Courts in the State of Ohio 
for the number of Cases heard. We were the second busiest in 2019. The Ohio Supreme Court website has not 
updated Mayors Court stats for the past two years yet 

• In the month of March our Police department received 1288 calls for service. An average of 180 total citations are 
written each month for speeding, illegal parking and red-light violations. We received a grant for $24,000 to 
purchase Body Worn Cameras for our Police Officers and will need to pay another $7,000 to complete the purchase 
for all of our Officers. We also need to spend another $30,000 to purchase cameras for each of our Police cruisers. 
Administration will have an ordinance for Council to make these expenditures, which we support and highly 
recommend soon. 

• As our Mayor it has always been a top priority for me to work very closely with each of our Excellent Schools to 
address School safety issues. I, with the cooperation of our Safety and Services Director, Police Chief, Fire Chief 
and Chief of Public Works do all that we can every day to keep students, teachers and administrators as safe as we 
possibly can.  

o Amongst my top priorities as your Mayor was to stress a more community oriented Police Department and 
establish a School Resource Officer position both of which have benefitted our city very well. We also 
started hosting a National Night Out at Koenig Park where our Police, along with neighboring departments, 
invite our residents to come and meet our Officers and see the resources available to us.  

• Pool sign ups will be held on the first three Saturdays in May (May 7, 14 and 21) from 10am till noon at the Haffey 
Fieldhouse. Pool membership costs $120 for a family before June 1st , $90 for individuals before June 1 and $25 for 
Senior Citizens before June 1. Prices go up after June 1st 

• In 2021 our Public Works Department recycled 34,320 pounds of scrap metal, approximately 9 tons of old tires, 295 
gallons of used oil, 256 cubic yards (51.2 tons) of wood chips from branches we collected from residents, our Street 
Sweeper collected 69 cubic yards of debris and our VacAll collected 105 cubic yards of debris. 

• Our Clean up Reading Day, which started in 1991, was another very productive day in our City. Our Public Works 
Department teamed up with a great group of energetic volunteers including Diane Brown and Lisa Schoenberger 
and our Girl Scouts, We Thrive, Bruce Koehler and his Mill Creek Alliance crew, fourteen Reading High School 
Honor Society students and their Sponsor, four City Council members, our Parks and recreation Director Susan 
Slavey and her family and the many other selfless people who help us keep our City neat and litter free every day 
and together we got a lot done. 

• Our Farmers Market opens on Friday May 20th and will be open every Friday after that till late September 

• We will apply for a Duke Energy grant, as we have successfully done several times in the past, to help purchase 
supplies for our parks and to help with litter clean up.  

• We were awarded a $283,000 in Grant dollars to repave North Street in 2022 the total project cost will be approx. 
$566,000 

• Our Reading Community Fine Arts Center is open and hoping that everyone will come and see and support this 
incredible addition to our City. The Hall of Grace, named in memory of Gracie Lynn Rack, will provide a unique 
venue with elegant ambiance in which host weddings, receptions and other public gatherings The Reading Fine Arts 
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Center will offer private and group lessons for dance, voice and theater as well as weekly piano and strings lessons. 
To get more information call 513-709-7464 or go to readingcommunityartscenter.org 

• PLEASE SLOW DOWN AS YOU DRIVE AND KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR ALL PEDESTRIANS 

• If we as a City are going to be as safe as we can be it will take all of us doing our part. Please get to know your 
neighbors and look out for them and please call our Police at 513-733-4122 anytime you see suspicious or illegal 
activity or dial 911 if you feel it is an emergency.  If anyone wants to become involved in a neighborhood watch 
program please contact me at 513-509-8619 

• I want to thank everyone who work so hard to make our city better. Reading continues to be home for a lot of 
wonderful individuals and families who do incredible things day in out 

• If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at 513-509-8619 or at rbemmes@readingohio.org. 
PLEASE JOIN MY FACEBOOK GROUP AT ROBERT “BO” BEMMES MAYOR of CITY of READING OHIO 

 
SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR:  Patrick Ross:   

• Police chief provided speed data on East Galbraith taken over a 15-day period 

o Raw Data- Over 57,000 vehicles 
o 99.37% or 56,981 were going equal to or less than 40 MPH 
o 289 41-45 mph 
o 57 46-50 mph 
o 8 51-55 mph 
o 4 56-50 mph 

• Working on city wide phone system upgrade.  As part of this, became aware of duplicate address for Pump House 
and Hilltop Fire Station.  After speaking with Auditor’s office, this has been corrected. 

• Completed an audit that is done once every 4 years by the Ohio Plan (City’s property and casualty insurance group).  
Part of this they speak to myself, departmental chiefs, as well as working with Seth Redwine for best practices at our 
parks.  As part of this process, they research existing or potential liability of our property and other assets.  At this 
time he had no recommendations. 

• Working with public works department on updating water tap in fees and fees when do curb cuts or other ROW cuts. 
• Public works department Salt Storage has been completed.  This will allow us to triple to quadruple the amount salt 

store in Reading.  This will make us less reliant on waiting for delivery of salt during inclement weather.  This 
purchase was approved by the prior sitting council for approximately $40,000 and was paid for with Covid Relief 
Dollars. 

• Completed our required reporting for covid. 
• Health Insurance Renewal- 4.85% 

o 7 years as self-insured group 5.3% increase 
o 5 years prior to being self-insured 9.9% 

• Thurnridge Drive Update - Adleta is working at a great pace  
 -One side is completely finished and the other side is more than halfway completed with widening, curbs, and 
Apron.  Final Paving and striping scheduled for early to mid-June 

               THANK YOU RESIDENTS FOR PATIENCE DURING THIS CONSTRUCTION   
 

 

 

 

mailto:rbemmes@readingohio.org
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LAW DIRECTOR:  Dave Stevenson (No Report, Absent) 

 

TREASURER:  Brenda Owens 

 
  
AUDITOR:  Sabrina Smith:  (Absent, Report Given By Treasurer, Brenda Owens) 
- The Audit for 2020 and 2021 is wrapping up. This is a 6-month process and we hope to have it completed soon. This Audit  
   is conducted by the Auditor of State and does multiple wellness checks on our City including: viability, internal controls,  
   capital assets, and fraud. 
- The end of the month reports for April will be out within the next week. 
- Thank you for passing legislation to start the process for the new finance system. This will be beneficial to all our 
departments. 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
FINANCE:  Andy Bronner 
- I have scheduled a Finance Committee meeting for Thursday, May 5th, at 6:30 p.m. to be held in council chambers.  
  This meeting is open to the public. We will discuss the funding of field turf installation and track resurfacing at the  
  stadium and the funding of service equipment. We will also talk about implementation and benefits of our new finance  
  and payroll computer software which was approved last month. Council approved an amount not to exceed $190,000  
  from Covid Relief fund 501 for this upgrade.   
 
UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS:  Mark Bishop (No Report) 
 
ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Dave Powell  
- I have been researching how other communities in the area are staffing their part time building and zoning departments. 
Once I have compiled and had a chance to digest my research I will provide a summary for discussion.  
 
LAWS & CONTRACTS:  Katie Eadicicco  (No Report)  
 
PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY: Shelly Kroeger 
Police Department run count for April, 2022 

• Calls for service  1,321 
• Auto Accidents  28 
• Booking Original Charges 141 
• Total Criminal Charges 203 

Citations Issued 

• Hamilton County  8 
• Arlington Heights 11 
• Juvenile   2 
• Reading Mayor’s  178 

Total Citations   200 

 
Just to be as transparent as possible, the Police Chief sends me his entire report. I choose what I think is necessary to read 
from that report. It just isn’t necessary to read the whole thing.  I will, however, try and give a little bit more detail than I 
have for the sake of some people requesting it. Out of the 1,321 runs, there were overdoses, a report of child abuse, traffic 
stops, damage to almost all of our parks, check fraud and breaking and entering.  

While it’s easy to get caught up in the negative, I’d like to take the opportunity to thank the police department for their 
incredible work yesterday. They arrested two subjects wanted on felony warrants and seized a large amount of drugs and 
guns. 

The police, fire & service departments all attended the Reading Elementary School carnival and participated in touch-a-truck.  

Fire Departments run count for April, 2022 

• EMS Responses  186 
• Fire Responses  39 (6 all-call) 

Total Responses   225 

The fire department participated in clean up Reading by grilling for all the workers who helped. 
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SERVICE:  Bob Boehner  

                     
 

                         

                        
 
Mrs. Eadicicco asked if Mr. Boehner would contact the Service Department regarding a sink-hole that is forming on Benson 
and Reading Road by the Rally’s Fast Food restaurant on the corner.   

RECREATION:  Scott Thamann 
The City of Reading Litter Clean Up was another success. An extra thanks goes out to the Reading Service Department for 
collecting the bags of litter &amp; for having the garage open for residents to drop off large items. All participants were 
invited back to Koenig Park where the city provided a hotdog, chips, soft drink, and cookie. Thanks to the fire department for 
grilling the hotdogs. Thank you to the residents and organizations such as Reading High School Honor Society teachers, 
WeThrive & Walk with a Purpose that helped throughout the city and at the St Peter & Paul Cemetery. 

Pool sign ups will be May 7, 14 &amp; 21 at the Haffey Fieldhouse from 10am – Noon. Remember to try to 
sign up before June 1 to take advantage of the lower rate. You will also be able to sign up your child for 
the first session of swim lessons during the pool sign ups.  The pool will open on Saturday, June 4 @ Noon. 
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Memorial Day Festival &amp; softball tournament is May 27, 28, 29 & 30 at Koenig Park. The Memorial Day Parade will 
take place on Monday, May 30. 

We have had some vandalism, graffiti, etc. in ALL our parks. Please keep an eye out and if you see anything suspicious 
contact the police. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: (None) 
 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

READING OF RESOLUTIONS:  None 
READING OF ORDINANCES:  
(1) AN ORDINACE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE BODY WORN, IN CAR 
     CAMERA’S AND SUPPORTING EQUIPMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
      
     Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mrs. Kroeger to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Powell, seconded by Mr. Boehner to adopt the ordinance.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
    ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                ORDINANCE NUMBER 2022-13 
 
(2) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO HAVE EQUIPMENT PURCHASED  
     AND SWITCHED OVER AS NEEDED, FOR TWO 2022 CRUISERS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
      
     Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Bronner to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mr. Bishop to adopt the ordinance.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
    ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                ORDINANCE NUMBER 2022-14 
 
(3) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY/SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE STRUCTURAL FIREFIGHTING  
     TURNOUT GEAR FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
      
     Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mr. Thamann to suspend the rule that requires a second and third reading.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mrs. Eadicicco to adopt the ordinance.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
    ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                ORDINANCE NUMBER 2022-15 
 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: None 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Mr. Boehner moved to adjourn.  Mr. Bishop seconded.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 pm. 
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X______________________________________           X______________________________________ 

  Carla Kacher                                                                    Dwight Daum 
  Clerk of Council                                                                 President of Council 


